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A Declaration of the Lord General 
and his Councell of Officers. 


E UR Intention is not to give an account 
2 at this time of the gronads, which firſt 
moved us to take up armes, ,and cn-- 
gage Cur lives and all that was dcare- 

unto us, in this cauſe, nor to mind in 
this Declaration the various Diſpenſations through 
which Divine providence hath led us, or the witneſle 
the Lord hath borne, and the many fignall teſtimo- 
nies of acceptance, which hee hath given to the 
ſincere endeavours of his unworthy Servants , 
whileſt they were conteſting with the many and 
great difficulties as well in the Wars,as other tranſ- 
aQions in the three Nations ; being neceſſitated, 
for the defence of the ſame Caule they firſt aſſerted, 
to have recourſe unto extraordinary ations, the 
ſame being evident by former Declarations publiſh-- 
ed on that behaltfe. 

After it had pleaſed God not onely to reduce 
Treland, and give in Scotland, but ſo marvellouſly 
tq appeare for his People at Worceſter, that thole 
Nations were reduced to a great degree of peace,and. 
England to perfe& quiet, and thereby the Parlia- 
tnent had opportunity to give the people the Har- 
veſt of all their labour, blood, and treaſure, and to- 
ſettle a due Liberty both in reference to civill and 
A 2 _ ſpiritual: 
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ſpiritual. things, whereunto they were obliged by 
thicir duty, tNeir engagements, as alſo the great and 
woiderfylt things ,, which, Gog had, wrought for 
thomas it was matter of much eriet to the good and 
w:1 ated bf the Land, to obſerve: thehttle pro- 
orcls which was made ticrein z, Woo thereupon ap- 
rl cd to the: Army, expecting redreſs* by their 
means: Notw.thitanding which, the Argyy being 
unwilling to meddle with the Civil Authority, in 
matt<1s {o properly appertalning to it,it was agrecd, 
That bis Excellency an1 Officers ot the Army.,which 
were Members of Parliament, ſhould be defired to 
move the Parliament to proceed vigorouſly in Re- 
forming what was amils in Government, and to the 
ſet\'ng of the Commonwealth, upon a Foundation 
ot Jujtice and Rigkteou:nels; which having done, 
We hoped that the Parliament would ſeatonably 
have aniwered our expectation ;3 but finding (to our 
grict) delayes therein , We renewed our defires 'in 
an humble Petition to them, which was preſerited 
in Auguſt laſt: And although, they at that time, 
ſignifying their go0d acceptance thereof, returned 
us thanks, and referred. the particulars thereof toa 
Committee of the Houle; yet'no conſiderable cffe& 
was produced,nor any fuch progreſs made, as might 
imply their real intentions to accompliſh what was 
pet itioned for : But on the contrary,thcre more and 
more appeared amongſt them, 'an avertion to the 
things themſclves, with much bitrerneſs, and 'oppo- 
ſition'to the people. of God, and his Spirit aRing in 
them; which grew ſopretales!,' that thoſe perſons 
of honor and integrity amoneſt them, who Fad e- 
minently appeared for God, and the cvblick go 'd, 
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both before and ihrowghoat this warynwcr. 1: ndied of 
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no further uſe in Parliament , then by meer- 
ing with a corrupt party. to give. them counte- 
nance 'to-carry on their ends ,, and'for effecting 
the Uelire they "had 'of perpetuating” themſelves 


in''the 'Snpream Government. For which pur- 


ſe. - the ſaid Party long oppoſed, and fre- 
camel declared Pe /Toos aſt having anew 
Repreſentative: And when they ſaw themſelves 
neceſſitated to take rhat Bill into conſideration, 
they reſolyed to make uſe of it to recruite the 
Houſe' with Perſons of the ſame Spirit and tem- 
per, thereby to. perpetuate their own fitting. 
Which'-intention divers of the activeſt amongſt 
them did manifeſt, labouring to perſwade 0- 
thersto a conſent therein: And the better to 
efte& this, divers Petitions preparing from {ſe- 
veral Counties for the continuance of this Par- 
liament were-encouraged, if not ſet on foot by 
many of them. ' 
©: For 'obviating of theſe evils, the Officers 
of the *Army obtained ſeveral meetings, with 
ſome 'of 'the Parliament , to conſider what fit- 
ting means and remedy might be applied to pre- 
rent the ſame : Bur ſuch” endeavours proving 
altogether ineffeQtuall, ir became moſt evyi- 
dent to the Army, as they doubt not it alſois to 
all ' conſidering Perſons, that this Parliament, 
through the corruption of ſome , the jealouſie of 
others, the non-attendance and negligence of 
_— , would never anſwer thoſe ends which 
God , his People, and the whole Nation ex- 
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peRed-from them : Bur that this Cauſe which 
the Lord hath ſo greatly bleſſed, and bore 
witneſs 'to, muſt needs languiſh - under thei1 
hands, and by degrees. be wholly loſt, and 
the lives, liberties and comforts of his People 
delivered into their Enemies hands. 

All which being ſadly and ſerioufly con- 
fdered by the honeſt People of this Nation, 
as well as by the Army, and wiſdom and 
direction being ſought from the Lord , it ſeem- 
ed to be a Duty incumbent upon us, who had 
ſeen ſo much of the power and preſence of 
God going along with us , to confider of 
ſome more effetual means to fecure the Cauſe 
which the good People of this Commonwealth 
had been ſo long engaged in, and to eſtabliſh 
righteouſneſs and peace in theſe Nations. + 

And after much debate it was judged ne- 
ceſlary and agreed upon, that the Supream 


Authority ſhould be by the Parliament devolved .-- 


upon known Perſons, men fearing God, and of 
approved integrity, and the Governmegt of 
the Commonwealth committed unto them. for 
a time, as the moſt hopefull way to encou- 
rage and countenance all Gods People,: reform 
the Law, and adminifter Juſtice imparrially : 
Hoping thereby the Pcople might forget Monar- 
chy, and underſtanding their true Intereſt in the 
Elefion of Succeſhve Parliaments, may have the 
Government. ſerled upon a true Baſis , without 
4:zard to. this glorrous Cauic,.or necefficating 
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to keep up Armies for the defence of the ſame, 
And being ſtil reſolved ro uſe all means poſſible to 
avoid extraordinary courſes, we prevailed with 
about twenty Members of Parliament to give us 
a Conference, with'whom we freely and plainly 
debared the neceflity and juſtneſs of our Propo- 
{als on that behalf ; And did evidence that thoſe, 
and not the A under their conſideratfon, would 
*Fmoſt probably bring forth ſomething anſwerable 

ro that Work,the Foundation whereof God him- 

ſelf harh laid, and is now carrying on in the 

World. 

The which notwithſtanding, found no accep- 
rance, bur inſtead thereof , it was offered, thar 
the way was to continue ſtill this preſent Par- 
liament, as being that from which we might rea- 
ſonably expe all good things. And this being 
vehemently inſiſted upon, did much confirm us 
in our apprehenſions , that not any Love. to a 
Repreſenrative , bur the making ule thereof to 
recruit, and ſo perpetuate themſelves, was their 
aym. ob Ein 

F They being plainly ' deale with about this, 
and told , that neither rhe Nation, the -Aoneſt 
Intereſt, nor we our ſelves would be deluded 
by ſuch dealings; they did agree to, meer again. 
the next day in the* afternoon for murtuil f2- 
risfation-, ir. being 'confented., unto” by the 
Members 'preſcor', *thar' endeavours fhould be - 
uſed, that nothing 'in the. mean time ſhowd 
be done in Parliament that might 2. 6k OL 
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iuſtrare the Fcqpeſals before. mentioned; "OY 
 . Norwithit; ding this, the_next morning the 
Parliament did' make more haſte then uſual, in 
carrying on their ſaid AQ, being helped on 
therein! by ſome:of the perſons engaged to. us 
the night. before, ; none of them which. were 
chen preſent, endeavouring to oppoſe the ſame : 
And being ready to pur the main Queſtion for 
conſummarting the ſaid AR, whereby our afore- 
ſaid Propoſals would have been rendred void, 
and the way of bringing them into a fair -and 
full debate in Parliament obſtcuced ; ſor pre- 
venting whereof, and all the ſad and evil con- 
ſequences, which muſt upon the grounds afore- 
ſaid have enſued , and whereby at one blow 
the Intereſt of all honeſt men, and of this glo- 
rious Cauſe had been in danger to. be laid in 
the duſt, and theſe Nations embroiled in new 
Troubles, art a time when our Enemies abroad 
are watching all advantages againſt us, and ſome 
of them aQually engaged in War with us : We 
have been neceſficared, though, with much re- 
Iutancy, to put an end to this Parliament ; 
which yer we have done ( we hope) out 
of an honeſt heart, preferring this Cauſe a- 
bove our Names, Lives, Families, or Intereſts, 
how dear foever ; with clear intentions and 
real purpoles of heart , to call ro the Govern- 
ment , Perſons of approved fidelity and ho- 
aclty ,. believing, that as none wiſe will expet 
Q. gather Grapes. of Thorns; ſo good men 
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will hope, that. if perſons, ſo qualified. be cho: - 
ſen, the. Fruits of a Juſt and; a, Righteous Re» 
formation, .ſo long prayed and wiſhed for; will, 
by the blefling of. God,, be in; due time. obtain- 
ed, to, the. refreſhing -of , all thoſe good. Hearts 
who have been panting after thoſe things. 


. Much more might have been ſaid, if it had 
been our defire to juſtifie our ſelves by aſper- 
ſing. others, -and raking. into the miſ-govern- 
ment .of Aﬀaus,; but we ſhall conclude with this, 
That as we have been lead by neceſſity and Provi- 
dence, to act as we have done, even beyond and 
above our own thoughts and defires : fo we 
ſhall, and do, in that of this great Work which 
is bchinde, ,put our ſelves wholly upon the Lord 
fora bleſling ; profeſling,we look not to ſtand one 
day without his ſupport, ,much leſs to' bring to 
paſs any of the things mentioned and defired, 
without his aſſiſtance, and therefore do fo- 
lemnly defire. and expeRt, that all men, /as 
they would not provoke the Lord to their 
own deſtruction, fhould wait for ſuch iſſue 
as he ſhall bring forth, and to follow their 
bufineſs with peaceable ſpirits z wherein we 
promiſe them ProteQtion by his aſſiſtance. 

And for thoſe who profeſs their fear and 
Loye to- the Name of God, that ſeeing in 
a' great meaſure, for their ſakes , and for righ» 
reouſneſs ſake, we have taken our Lives in our 
hands to do theſe things, they would be in- 
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tant with the Lord day and night on our be- 
halfs, that we may obtain grace from him, 
and ſceing we have made fo often mention of 
his Name, that we may not do» the leaft 
diſhonour thereunto: which indeed would be 
our confuſion, and a ſtam to the whole pro- 
feſfion of Godlinels. 

We beſecch them alſo tolive in all humility , 
meekneſs, righteouſneſs and love one towards an- 
other, and towards all men, that ſothey may 
pur to ſilence the ignorarce of the fooliſh, who. 
falſly accuſe them;. and ro know, that the 
late great and glorious diſpenſations wherein 
the Lord hath ſo wonderfully appeared in 
bringing forth theſe things by the travel and 
blood of his Children,ought to oblige them ſo ro 
walk in the wiſdom and love of Chriſt, as 
may cauſe others ro honour their holy pro- 
fellon, becauſe they ſee Chriſt ro be in them 
of a truth. 


We do further purpoſe before ir be long, 
more particularly ro ſhew the grounds of our 
Proceedings, and: the Reaſons of this . late 
great Atibn and Change, which in this we 
have bur hinted art. | 


And we do laſtly declare, That all Judges, 
Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, Mayors, 
Bayliffs, Committees and Commiſſioners , 
and all other Civil Officers and Publick Mi- 
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nifters whatſoever, within this Common- 
| wealth, or any parts thereof, do proceed m 
= their reſpeive Places and Offices; and all 
Perſons whatſoever are to give obedience to- 
them as fully as when the Parliament was fix- 
ting. 


Signed in the name, and bythe appoint- 
{+ ment of his Excellency the Lord Ge- 
neral , and his Councel of Officers. 
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